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The Baltics Choral Festival will take place in Vilnius, Lithuania, on
July 7 - 13, 2027. The festival will feature a large chorus consisting of
mixed-voice choirs from across North America. Three days of festival

rehearsals, mingling side-by-side with singers from a variety of back-

grounds, will lead festival participants to a grand finale concert in the
St. Johns Church.

Under the artistic direction of Eriks ESenvalds (Composer & Conduc-
tor), singers will perform an inspiring program of choral music com-
memorating the Singing Revolution (1987-1991), which paved the way
for the Baltic States’ independence from Soviet occupation in 1991.

Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania, is a city where history, culture, and
music intertwine beautifully. Its charming Old Town — a UNESCO
World Heritage Site — is filled with Baroque churches, cobblestone
streets, and vibrant squares that inspire creativity and reflection. As
a center of sacred and choral music for centuries, Vilnius offers choirs
the chance to perform in stunning venues such as the St. Johns
Church or Vilnius Cathedral, surrounded by the city’s warm hospitali-
ty and deep musical heritage.

St. Johns Church

St. Johns Church in Vilnius, officially known as the Church of St.
John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist, is one of the city’s
most significant landmarks and a symbol of Lithuania’s deep
cultural and spiritual heritage. Built in the late Gothic style and
later adorned with Baroque features, it forms part of Vilnius
University — one of the oldest universities in Eastern Europe.
Throughout its history, the church has been a center of academ-
ic, religious, and musical life. Its exceptional acoustics and ma-
jestic interior make it an inspiring setting for choral performanc-
es, where visiting choirs can join a tradition of sacred music that
has echoed within its walls for centuries. Performing here offers
musicians not only a concert experience but also a profound
connection to Lithuania’s artistic and spiritual legacy.




Sample Itinerary

Day One: Tuesday, July 6, 2027

Depart via scheduled air service to Vilnius, Lithuania

Day Two: Wednesday, July 7

Arrive in Vilnius

Meet your full-time local MCI Tour Manager, who will assist the group to
your awaiting chartered motorcoach

Arrival time permitting, enjoy a short orientation tour of Vilnius

Late afternoon hotel check-in

Welcome Dinner included, and overnight

Day Three: Thursday, July 8

Breakfast at the hotel

Morning Rehearsal

Festival Welcome Lunch, included

Afternoon city tour including Cathedral Square, the Miracle Tile, Presiden-
tial Palace Square, Vilnius University, Vingis Park Song Festival Grounds
(the location of several major rallies and demonstrations during the Lith-
uanian independence movement), the gothic corner with the churches of
St. Anne and St. Bernardine, the old Jewish ghetto, Town Hall Square, the
Gates of Dawn, and Pilies Street, the main pedestrian thoroughfare lined
with shops, cafes, and historic buildings

Enjoy some late afternoon time at leisure with dinner, on own

Evening Rehearsal

Overnightin Vilnius

Day Four: Friday, July 9

Breakfast at the hotel

Morning Rehearsal

Lunch, on own

Enjoy your afternoon free at leisure in Vilnius, or choose one of the follow-
ing afternoon activities (no additional cost - entire group chooses one)
Afternoon Option 1: Excursion to Kaunas, the second largest town of Lith-
uania. Enjoy a city tour upon arrival that includes: the Old Town of Kaunas
with its St George’s Church, Kaunas Castle, the courtyard of the Theolog-
ical seminary, the Town Hall Square surrounded by former 16th - 18th
century merchants’ houses and baroque churches, the Church of Vytautas
dating back to the 14th century and the Perkunas (Thunder) House
Afternoon Option 2: Tour the Rumsiskes Open-Air Ethnographic Museum,
an expansive cultural park that vividly illustrates the traditional rural life,
architecture, and customs of Lithuania’s four historical regions from the
18th to 20th centuries. Visitors can explore authentic farmsteads, wooden
churches, windmills, and workshops that bring centuries of village life to life
Afternoon Option 3: Afternoon visit to the KGB Museum (Museum of Occu-
pations and Freedom Fights). Visitors are offered a powerful and haunting
insight into Lithuania’s turbulent 20th-century history. Housed in the
former KGB headquarters, this museum provides a sobering look into the
Soviet regime’s repression of Lithuania. Visitors can explore prison cells,
interrogation rooms, and execution chambers, learning about the harrow-
ing experiences of political prisoners, resistance fighters, and victims of
Soviet oppression. Also visit the Vilnius TV tower, the tallest building in
the country, where visitors get to enjoy stunning views of Vilnius and its
surroundings from the 67th floor bistro-bar. This sky-reaching structure
has also become a symbol of the nation’s freedom fighters
Dinnerincluded, and overnight




Day Five: Saturday, July 10

« Breakfast at the hotel

» Morning guided excursion to Trakai, former capital of the Grand Duke of
Lithuania, surrounded by three lakes, known as the biggest Karaite mi-
nority town. Visit and tour the 15th century insular castle

« Lunch, included

« Afternoon return to Vilnius

« Afternoon Dress Rehearsal in St. Johns Church

 Baltics Choral Festival Finale Concert in St. Johns Church

« Dinnerincluded, and overnight

Day Six: Sunday, July 11

+ Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out

» Morning transfer to Riga

+ Enroute, visit the Hill of Crosses - one of the most important sites in all of
Lithuania. Desecrated but never destroyed, set on fire but never burned
down, the Hill of Crosses is a potent symbol of faith, hope, and freedom.
It is a must-visit site in Lithuania. The Hill of Crosses near Siauliai is a hill
covered with thousands of wooden crosses. During the Soviet era (1940 -
1991), these crosses were removed by the authorities, but locals contin-
uously and constantly replaced them. In 1993, Pope John Paul Il prayed
here, and he often mentioned the sacred site in his homilies and speech-
es. He later sent a crucifix to Lithuania which was placed on the hill,
and today pilgrims begin and end their journeys at this location. Other
memorials here are tagged with flowers, a photograph or other mementos
of the deceased, and inscribed with a sweet or sacred message. Tradition-
al Lithuanian koplytstulpis (wooden sculptures of a figure topped with
a little roof) intersperse the crosses, as do magnificent sculptures of the
Sorrowful Christ (Rpintojélis). If you wish to add your own memento, you
can. Some of the crosses are devotional, others are memorials (many for
people deported to Siberia). They vary greatly in size, and some are ac-
companied by mournful statues of the Virgin Mary. The devout come from
far and wide; and you will spot a memorial to 9/11 victims and another to
Ukrainians killed in ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict

« Lunch, included

« Continue to Riga with late afternoon/early evening arrival and the remain-
der of your afternoon and evening free at leisure

« Dinneron own, and overnight

Day Seven: Monday, July 12

« Breakfast at the hotel

» Morning excursion through Riga, visiting the old town, surrounded by a
water channel, with the famous Dome Cathedral, the Baltic Way Foot-
prints (a subtle memorial marks where a human chain protested Soviet
control), St. John and St. Peter Churches, the Freedom Monument, Parlia-
ment, Castle, the cozy, spacious squares, and the remarkable Art Nouveau
district - home to the largest concentration of Art Nouveau architecture in
all of Europe

« Lunch, onown

+ Afternoon backstage tour of the Riga Opera House, home of the Latvian
National Opera, where Richard Wagner once served as Music Director and
composed his opera “Rienzi”. Get a behind-the-scenes tour of the famous
Opera House, with origins that date back to the late 1700s. The tour will :

provide a rich history of the changes, repertoire, and struggles from its @
creation until the present time Music Celebrations International
« Enjoy the remainder of the afternoon at leisure

« Farewell Dinnerincluded, and overnight 1440 S. Priest Drive, Ste. 102
Tempe, AZ 85281-6952

Day Eight: Tuesday, July 13 Toll-free: 800.395.2036 | Fax 480.894.5137
« Breakfast at the hotel, followed by check-out www.musiccelebrations.com

« Transfer to the Riga Airport for return flight home info@musiccelebrations.com



Eriks Esenvalds
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Eriks ESenvalds is one of the most sought-after composers working today with
a busy commission schedule. Performances of his music are heard on every
continent and his works are widely recorded. Eriks is a popular public speaker,
which he often combines with leading masterclasses and conducting.

Born in Priekule, Latvia in 1977, Eriks ESenvalds studied at the Latvian Baptist
Theological Seminary from 1995-97 before obtaining his master’s degree in
composition in 2004 from the Latvian Academy of Music under the tutelage

of Selga Mence. He took masterclasses with Michael Finnissy, Klaus Huber,
Philippe Manoury, and Jonathan Harvey, amongst others. From 2002-11 he
was a member of the acclaimed State Choir Latvija, the largest professional
choirin the Baltics. From 2011-13 he was Fellow Commoner in Creative Arts at
Trinity College, University of Cambridge. At present, Eriks heads the Department of Composition at the Latvian Acade-
my of Music, where he has been teaching since 2004. He is a doctoral candidate in the arts. Eriks lives near Riga and is
married with four children.

Eriks ESenvalds has won multiple awards for his work, including the Latvian Grand Music Award three times (2005,
2007, 2015). The International Rostrum of Composers awarded him first prize in 2006 for his work The Legend of the
Walled-in Woman. He was The Year’s New-Composer Discovery of the Philadelphia Inquirerin 2010. In 2018 he was
bestowed Officer in the Order of the Three Stars, the highest state decoration of his home country Latvia, for meritsin
the field of culture.

Eriks ESenvalds’ compositions have been premiered by ensembles including the Boston Symphony Orchestra, City of
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, Utah Symphony, Britten Sinfonia, Gewandhaus Leipzig, The King’s Singers, Latvian
Voices, Choir of Trinity College Cambridge, Holst Singers, Imogen Heap, Polyphony, Choir of Merton College Oxford,
Latvian Radio Choir, State Choir Latvija, Youth Choir Kamér..., Sinfonietta Riga, Bavarian Radio Choir, Latvian National
Symphony Orchestra, Latvian National Opera and Ballet, Liepaja Symphony Orchestra, ORA Singers, National Youth
Choir of Great Britain, BBC Proms Youth Choir, Netherlands National Children’s Choir, New Zealand Youth Choir, Shen-
zhen Lily Choir, The MET (Koyukai Choir), New Dublin Voices, Choral Scholars of University College Dublin, Swedish Art
Vocal Ensemble, Choir of Trinity College Melbourne, Salt Lake Vocal Artists, Temple University Concert Choir, The Cross-
ing, Chor Leoni, Magnum Chorum, Golden Gate Men’s Chorus, Portland State University Chamber Choir, Choir of the
West at Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, Christ Church Cathedral Choir Houston, Saint Philip’s in the Hills Tucson,
ChorWerk Ruhr, Chapel Choir of Methodist College Belfast, Choirs of St Mary’s School Cambridge, Duo Kirsanova-Lewis,
Cathedral Choral Society, Cor Vivaldi, The University of Louisville Cardinal Singers, Yale Glee Club, the Miami University
Men’s Glee Club, The University of Mississippi Concert Singers, Lincoln’s Inn Choir, Wartburg College Choir, Choral Arts
Ensemble, Oklahoma State University Concert Chorale, Classical Movements, Saint Louis Chamber Chorus, Choirs of
Trinity University San Antonio, Louisville University Cardinal Singers, Cabrillo Chorus, and the Monterey Chamber Or-
chestra. He composed the scores for the feature films Dawn of War (2020) and Mellow Mud (2016).

Eriks ESenvalds’ music has been performed in major venues around the world, including Carnegie Hall in New York,
Symphony Hall in Boston, Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles, the Royal Albert Hall and Wigmore Hall in London,
Symphony Hall in Birmingham, Sydney Opera Hall, Philharmonie Berlin, the Gewandhaus in Leipzig, Elbphilharmonie
in Hamburg, and Tokyo Opera City Concert Hall. His works have been performed at and commissioned for numerous
international festivals, including the BBC Proms, Cheltenham Music Festival, Voices Now, and LIVE from London in the
UK, the Grant Park Music Festival, ACDA National and Regional Conferences, and Spoleto Festival in the US, The Sing-
ing Network in Canada, Klangspuren in Austria, the Schleswig-Holstein Musik Festival in Germany, European Youth
Choir Festival Basel in Switzerland, the Haarlem Choir Biennale and Cello Biennale Amsterdam in the Netherlands,
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the Oslo International Church Music Festival in Norway, the Latvian Song and Dance Festival and International Sacred
Music Festival in Latvia, as well as the World Choir Games, IFCM World Symposium on Choral Music, and Tenso Days.
He was commissioned for Latvia’s centenary celebrations on the 2018 Proclamation Day and for the 2013 National
Remembrance Day of the Netherlands.

Eriks ESenvalds is a popular public speaker, which he often combines with leading masterclasses and conducting. At
the 2014 World Choir Games, held during Riga European Capital of Culture 2014, he composed the anthem, gave a ma-
jor presentation on his work, acted on competition juries, and had a large-scale production premiered by the Latvian
Voices and The King’s Singers. The 2015 ACDA National Conference in Salt Lake City premiered his Whispers on the
Prairie Wind, where he also gave a presentation on his music, and took part in a composer roundtable forum. He was a
speaker at the 2017 IFCM World Symposium on Choral Music in Barcelona, the 2018 Chorus America Conference in Chi-
cago, 2018 Choral Canada Podium Conference & Festival and 2018 and 2015 Singing Network International Symposium
in St John’s, Canada, Choral Connect 2017 in Auckland, the first South African National Conductors Convention in Cape
Town in 2023, and the 66th Congress of the International Association of Music Libraries, Archives and Documentation
Centres (IAML) in Riga in 2017. He served as a jury member at the 2019 and 2017 Musica Sacra Nova International Com-
posers Competition under the patronage of the Pontifical Institute of Sacred Music in Rome, 2019 Tokyo International
Choral Competition, 2019 Taipei International Choral Competition, 2018 International Baltic Sea Choir Competition

in Jirmala, 2017 Cantat International Choral Festival and Symposium in Manado, Indonesia, and 2016 Rimini Interna-
tional Choral Competition.

Eriks ESenvalds’ music is widely recorded and released by labels such as Decca Classics, Delphian, Deutsche Grammo-
phon, Hyperion, Naxos, Ondine, Pentatone, Signum, Odradek, and Berlin Classics. To date, ten recordings are devoted
exclusively to his work: Northern Lights from Trinity College Choir Cambridge (Gramophone Award Shortlist and Critics’
Choice, ICI Radio-Canada Best Albums Selection), Passion and Resurrection from Polyphony with Britten Sinfonia,

St Luke Passion from the Latvian Radio Choir and Sinfonietta Riga (Gramophone Editor’s Choice, Opera News Crit-

ic’s Choice), Translations (Gramophone’s Critics’ Choice and Editor’s Choice) and The Doors of Heaven (Gramophone
Editor’s Choice) from Portland State Chamber Choir, There Will Come Soft Rains by Choir of the West at Pacific Lutheran
University (Gramophone’s Editor’s Choice), From the Dim and Distant Past and At the Foot of the Sky from State Choir
Latvija (Best Latvian Classical Album of the Year), O Salutaris from Youth Choir Kamér... (Best Latvian Classical Album
of the Year), and most recently the compilation Latvian Radio Archive: Eriks ESenvalds. His music also appears on
recordings by VOCESS8, ORA Singers, The Crossing, Elina Garanca with the Latvian Radio Choir, Iveta Apkalna with the
Stavanger Symphony Orchestra, Liepaja Symphony Orchestra, the National Youth Choir of Scotland, Merton College
Choir Oxford, University College Dublin Choral Scholars, Trinity College Choir Melbourne, Vocal Arts Ensemble of Swe-
den, South Dakota Chorale, and Cantus, amongst others. His work Earth Teach Me Quiet recorded live by The Crossing
on their Grammy-nominated album Rising w/ The Crossing was selected amongst The New York Times 25 Best Classi-
cal Music Tracks of 2020.

Eriks ESenvalds’ recent large-scale premieres include Lakes Awake at Dawn for the Boston Symphony Orchestra and
City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, The Pleiades for the Grant Park Music Festival Chicago, A Shadow for the BBC
Proms, Dreams Under Your Feet for the Gewandhaus Leipzig, Whispers on the Prairie Wind for the Utah Symphony and
Utah Chamber Artists, St Luke Passion for the Latvian Radio Choir and Sinfonietta Riga, and Visions of Arctic: Sea for the
Liepaja Symphony Orchestra. His full-scale opera The Immured was premiered at the Latvian National Operain 2016

to great acclaim. 2018 saw the premiere of his second major multimedia symphony based on volcanoes. Nordic Light,
his first multimedia symphony on the natural phenomenon of the aurora borealis, was performed in the US, Canada,
Germany, and Switzerland, and is the subject of the documentary film Nordic Light: A Composer’s Diary, which follows
the composer on his expeditions to the Arctic region.

Podium Music manages Eriks ESenvalds’ commissions and workshop schedule. Eriks ESenvalds mu- @
sicis published by Musica Baltica.
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